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Letter from the director: 

Iôm currently sitting in the safe room at the release camp.  The chimpanzees are across the river, 

a kilometer away, so close but yet so far. Everything is silent around me, except for the birds and 

insects chirping away and unfortunately the fan noise from the devise I am using to plug my 

computer to a solar panel, via a batteryétechnology... It feels like it is about 55 degrees Celsius 

in here. We all know that we had an awful winter in Europe and I promised myself I would never 

say ñitôs too hotò when I got back to Guinea.  Well, right now, sorry, I am breaking this promise, 

it is too hot.  

I am going back through all the good and bad memories of 2010, to try to explain to you, our 

supporters and funders, this complex project.  These come as flashes of beautiful and amazing 

experiences such as feeling Mamaôs belly, a release chimpanzee, whom I thought was sick and 

then realizing there was a life moving inside her swollen belly (despite the negative pregnancy 

test and the constant swelling!) and then having Mama giving birth to a healthy beautiful baby 

girl.  These feelings of accomplishment are now being tainted by the fact that in January 2011, 

Mama was seen without her infant.  What happened? Only she knows. Then, of course, 2010 is 

the year when Charlie, a six year old chimpanzee, died of a snake bite, in my arms. I guess this is 

bush life but if he had been with his mom, I canôt stop thinking that this would not have 

happened. 

2010 is also the year of Guineaôs first democratic presidential elections hence a lot of instability. 

Most of you have heard about the presidential election and all the problems that came with it in a 

country that has never before had a real democratic election.  I am proud to say that the Guineans 

have risen up to the occasion and kept their calm, even when things looked bad. For us, we have 

the advantage of being far from city life and all it entails; we are totally cut off from what is 

going on. The impact on the project is mostly when it comes to getting fuel for the vehicle and 

the boats. When there is none at petrol stations, we have to go through the military and official 

channels to get what we need for the week. 

We have been working closely with the local government to continue our protection activities 

around both sites (sanctuary and release).  A prominent poacher was arrested and judged thanks 

to a combined effort between the CCC, military personnel and the justice system. 

I am proud of the CCCôs staff and volunteers for all they have done and are doing.  As you might 

remember, we have a new manager, Matthieu (who is amazing!).  Iôm looking to hire a second 

one so I can then be director full time and spend more time fund-raising.  I also want to thank 

Chris, Tatyana, Carole, Alex, Mel, Amaury, Isa, Peggyé (sounds like the Oscarsé) Anyway 

without the CCCôs local and expatriate staff (including the volunteers who have come back and 

are still really active) and your support, the CCC wouldnôt be what it is today; all the villagers 
we are working with and all the CCCôs chimpanzees would have no future.  In their name, thank 
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you and I hope you will enjoy reading this annual report (I probably sweated about 5 liters doing 

it so I hope youôll forgive me for the spelling mistakes!) 

 

Estelle RABALLAND 

 

 

Executive Summary 

Project Primate, Inc. (PPI) is a United States 501C (3) not-for-profit organization dedicated to 

the protection and conservation of chimpanzees, chiefly through the support and release of 

chimpanzees who have been orphaned, and through local public education. Project Primate, Inc. 

is incorporated in the State of Illinois (file number: 6121-440-2) and is exempt from federal 

income tax under section 501 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code (Employer Identification 

Number: 52-2146831). 

 

Projet Primates France (PPF) is a not-for-profit French association created to support PPIôs 

efforts to protect chimpanzees and support the Chimpanzee Conservation Center in Guinea. 

  

PPI and PPF are working to help secure the future of the Chimpanzee Conservation Center 

(CCC), a chimpanzee rehabilitation sanctuary, which is currently home to 38 orphaned and 

confiscated chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes verus) located in the Parc National du Haut Niger 

(PNHN), Guinea. Since their creation, PPI and PFF have raised enough funds to ensure the 

proper functioning of the CCC and to allow the centre to expand its size and activities, thus 

improving its effectiveness in working to protect and conserve chimpanzees in Guinea.  In June 

2008, the CCC released its first group of chimpanzees back to the wild in the PNHN. The CCC is 

still monitoring five of them via their VHF collars. 

 

All the CCC's objectives are part of a worldwide conservation effort to save great apes. The CCC 

is hoping to continue improving the lives of the chimpanzees under its care, continue the 

monitoring of the first released group, release the second group of CCC chimpanzees into the 

wild, protect the chimpanzee population living in the PNHN (probably the largest wild 

chimpanzee population in Guinea) and continue our education and awareness program. 
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Organizational chart  

 

PPI board of Director: 

President: Estelle Raballand 

Secretary: Cassie Barnes 

Treasurer: Dr. Geza Teleki 

 

 

Volunteers:  

Dr. Christelle Colin 

(volunteerôs program and PP France) 

Tony Ruzicka (Accountant) 

Matthieu Laurans (Manager CCC) 

Isabelle Heuchamps (Secretary PP France) 

 

The CCC is a very cost efficient non-profit non-governmental organizations.  Over 95% of all 

financial resources are programmed into its operation.  The remaining 5% is used for fundraising 

and minimal general and administrative costs.    

 

 

THE CHIMPANZEES 

 

 Present population 

At the sanctuary: 

¶ Nursery group: 9 chimpanzees from 1 ½ years old to 7 
years old 

¶ Youngster group: 13 chimpanzees from 3 ½ years old to 

10 years old 

¶ Older group: 12 chimpanzees from 10 years old to 17 
years old (not including the two females youngsters born 

at the CCC who are now 3 and 1 years old) 

Other group: Coco who is about 30 years old and Zoe who 

was rescued in November 2009.  She is about 12 years old 

now. 

 

Released chimpanzees: 

We are monitoring two adult males and three adult females. Two of the released females gave 

birth, one to a male in November 2009 and the other to a female in March 2010.  One other 

female, who has integrated a group of wild chimpanzees, was last seen in January 2010 maybe 

also carrying a newborn. But since she no longer is wearing a collar we cannot monitor her daily 

via VHF as we do with the others. 

Some chimpanzees were released without a collar - one adult female, one young male and one 

male. They cannot therefore be monitored.  Nothing indicates that they are not still alive. 
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Coco and Zoe: 

This year, we have tried a couple of times to put Coco in his enclosure with Zoe.  Unfortunately 

for him, Coco is an escape artist and although his enclosure looks like Alcatraz, he already a 

found a way out.  The longest he stayed in was 4 days! Although he is happy in his enclosure and 

has contact with Zoe, he is very easily scared by screams or noises coming from the other 

chimpanzees and seeks to escape.  Although his cage is small, he likes it better there since he 

feels safer.  We have written a proposal to extend his cage and add rooms and a tunnel to 

improve his captive conditions.  He unfortunately canôt be released since he is too humanized 

and suffers a physical handicap due to gunshot wounds he suffered when he was kept as a pet in 

hotel/restaurant in Conakry. 

Zoe enjoys the enclosure. She even has her favorite trees! We have given her the opportunity to 

spend time with Coco together in the cage.  They both enjoyed it and Coco was very 

understanding when she got scared of him. He didnôt follow her to her ósideô of the cage. We will 

continue to put them together on occasion until we get the funding to expand Cocoôs cage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lottie and her son Mama and her daughter 

Zoe in her enclosure 
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Adult group: 

At the beginning of the year, the group was separated for a while to lower tensions among the 

males.  A couple of months later, they were reunited and had the use of both enclosures.  There 

are still tensions but they are more manageable now especially since Rappa, the adult male who 

was brought back from the release site in 2009, has started to take on more power, reestablishing 

some balance in the hierarchy. 

 

Annie and Bobo 

Annie was with the youngsters since her arrival.  She has always had a wild chimpanzee 

behavior probably due to her late capture.  Since she started to cycle, she has been more 

interested in the adult group.  This year, she escaped many times from the youngstersô enclosure 

to get into the adult enclosure.  It wouldnôt have been a problem if she had not got out again and 

back in again.  In the process she showed the youngsters and some of the adults how to get out 

the enclosure!  Luckily for us, big chimpanzees canôt pass through the enclosure wires like she 

does.  Oga, the oldest male from the youngsters group refused to go on bush walks when she was 

with the adults.  It was decided to put her with Bobo, an adult male, who lives next to the 

youngsters and who canôt go in the enclosure, since he is able to get in and out as he pleases!  So 

Annie was happy to have a big male with her, and Oga was happy to have Annie next door!  

 

New Arrival 

 

TANGO 

Tango, who was actually named Tamba, arrived at the CCC on June 17
th
, 2010. He was in good 

health since he had spent three months with a Canadian woman in a mining company.  This 

woman, Cynthia Plante, had got in touch with the CCC director explaining that she had 

ñconfiscatedò the baby chimpanzee.  It is not the CCC policy to accept chimpanzees who have 

not been properly confiscated by the authorities.  It took several months of emails and phone 

conversations and a donation equivalent to the fine that would have been given by the authorities 

for the director to accept this new arrival. The mining company involved will now support 

chimpanzee conservation. 
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Our Loss 

CHARLIE  

Charlie arrived in September 2006 at the CCC. He was rescued 

with Shelly by a mining company which helped us to build a 

nursery to welcome new babies. 

Charlie had a strong character and after his quarantine with 

Shelly, he integrated the youngstersô group where he had a special 

position even if he was one of the youngest. 

Charlie was a brave chimpanzee. He learned a lot during his 4 

years of rehabilitation at the CCC. He knew the forest very well 

but he had one major fault, he feared nothing. During the 

rehabilitation process, the CCC staff tries to teach the young 

chimpanzee to be aware of and to fear the main dangers of the 

forest such as lions, leopards, large troops of baboons, bush fires 

as well as snakes. But it is sometimes difficult. Charley had the 

bad habit to hunt snakes and we failed to teach him to develop a 

fear of snakes. In July, during a walk in the forest with his group, he apparently attacked or was 

attacked by a snake in the canopy of a tree. They both fell from the tree and the snake spat/bit 

Charleyôs face. The keeper thought he recognized a black mamba, a lethal snake. Charley was 

quickly brought back to the sanctuary where the CCC director started right away to provide him 

with emergency care. Dr Pignorel, the vet, was at the release site when the attack occurred. She 

arrived few hours later after having given all the necessary advice on possible treatment to 

Estelle by radio. They both tried everything to save Charleyôs life but he sadly passed away 7h 

after the attack in Estelleôs arms, surrounded by all the CCC team. All the chimpanzees and the 

CCC were deeply affected by the tragic loss of Charley and we still mourn his death. Shelly and 

Wodo, his best friends, kept looking for him for several days after his death. Charley is buried 

beside his friendsô enclosure. 

 

Veterinary issues: 

 

Through PASA, collaboration has been made between a team of the University of Alabama and 

the CCC to collaborate on a study on SIV and malaria detection using feces. This team 

contributed to important work and studies on SIV on chimpanzees and the origins of human 

malaria. They now want to collect more data on great apes in Africa and to test them, as well as 

humans, for malaria to basically see if great apes potentially act as reservoirs for human malaria 

and/or vice versa. During these studies, their team aims to develop tests using feces. The SIV test 

is already ready and they hope to be able to create one to test malaria on great apes. These tests 

would be really helpful for disease screening in primate sanctuaries as they require only feces, 

which are much easier to collect than blood. The CCC already collected and sent feces for the 

SIV/malaria testing and will send more in the future, as well as blood smears and blood. 

 

Zoe showed clear signs of malaria and was treated accordingly. She quickly fully recovered. We 

will send some of her feces samples to Alabama University for the malaria study. 
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All the youngsters and the nursery group were also tested for TB and their blood type was 

determined.  

 

Ama and Kirikou have an undiagnosed disease that affects the structure of long bones and causes 

an extra bone growth on both sides of the nose.  At first we thought it was an imbalance in 

calcium/potassium due to their captivity.  A couple of years later, the growths were getting 

bigger and teeth problems also emerged.  A biopsy of 

the growth was inconclusive.  It was then decided to 

take Ama to the closest city, Faranah, to perform an X-

Ray. Unfortunately the generator at the hospital was 

broken.  She was then brought to another hospital in 

Kissidougou, 120 kilometers from Faranah.  The X-ray 

was also inconclusive. 

At the beginning of 2011, we are now trying to treat for 

Gundun, a syphilis-like disease that can create growth 

on the side of the nose in gorillas. 

 

WHATôS NEW AT THE CCC: 

 

Infrastructure: 

 

New bedrooms and office 

All the CCCôs staff infrastructures are made with local 

materials.  An office was built a couple years ago but roof 

leakage and termite ñactivitiesò have almost destroyed it.  We 

couldnôt actually use it as an office either to work or to store 

important papers so a new administrative building is now being 

built. There are two bedrooms on each side of the office for the 

director and for the manager. The directorôs hut is still standing 

and in good shape after 10 years but there is a tree leaning very 

dangerously over it.  Weôll try to cut it but thereôs a fairly high 

possibility that it will fall on the hut...   

 

New roofs  

Every year we have to either reinforce or replace the matted roofs of the huts at camp.  We hire 

two local Guineans from the closest village to do it. It is a very skilled job and it usually takes 

two to three weeks. We do it both in Somoria and in Bakaria camp (release camp).  

 

New toilet 

The original ñlatrineò (pit toilet) that was dug 10 years ago when there were only 2-3 volunteers 

was at capacity.  We filled up the hole and dug a new one 10 meters from it.  The new one is 

deeper and bigger.  It will take years before we will have to dig a new one! 




